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Basic Information about RDSA
● Total items in RDSA: 53,958  
● Breakdown by content type:

○ 56% Text    
○ 39% Image
○ 5%       Other

● Total pageviews (3/24/2015-3/24/2016): 476,708
● Popular collections:

○ ETDs
○ University Archives and Rice History
○ Faculty & Staff Research



New Collections
● Rice Teaching Archive

○ Collaboration with CTE
○ Initially features teaching 

materials from:
■ Dr. Rich Smith
■ Dr. Dennis Huston

● Undergraduate Theses
○ Provide access to undergrad 

research
○ Pilot project with history 

department



Support for Rice 
Historical Review

● New undergrad 
history journal

● To be published 
online & in print

● Will be archived 
in RDSA



Coming Soon: Pushing Publications from New Faculty 
Information System (Converis)
● Library a partner, 

particularly for 
publications 

● Simplifies workflows for 
faculty adding articles 
to RDSA

http://www.slideshare.net/ORCIDSlides/converis

http://www.slideshare.net/ORCIDSlides/converis
http://www.slideshare.net/ORCIDSlides/converis


Jones School Collaboration: Business Wisdom at Rice
● Addressing issues related to 

highlighting research not 
available to the public 
(behind publisher paywalls).

● Placing copies of articles 
referenced in posts (subject 
to copyright clearance) in IR 
ahead of publish date. http:

//ricebusinesswisdom.com/

http://ricebusinesswisdom.com/
http://ricebusinesswisdom.com/
http://ricebusinesswisdom.com/


Collaboration with Public Affairs
● Make copies of 

publications mentioned 
in press releases 
available in IR (at time of 
press release)

● Similar projects at 
Oregon State University 
and CalTech



Social Media Outreach
● Promoting collections & items via social media (Twitter & 

Facebook)
● Tracking relationship between social media posts & IR 

traffic



Social Media



Reference Rot = Link Rot + Content Drift
● Only half of the nearly 555 URL links cited in Supreme Court opinions 

since 1996 still work

● Scholarly Context Not Found: One in Five Articles Suffers from 

Reference Rot

● Study of 6,400 e-Theses defended in 2003-2010 at 5 US universities, 

found more than one third of references to the Web subject to ‘rot’ 

(35.7%)

Press releases

● IR metadata
● Faculty publications
● ETDs, etc. 



Example

https://perma.cc/T8U2-994F
https://perma.cc/T8U2-994F


Ongoing improvements to DSpace search*
*based on librarian input

● Support Phrase Searching (it’s back!)

● Refine search by type (new)

● Updating metadata to include any file descriptions

https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/13027


Math ML 
New feature

Renders formulas or scientific notations 

https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/16489


Rice Faculty sponsored journals
● Rice Working Papers in Linguistics
● Sarmatian Review back issues 1998 to 2015 (current)

https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/36133


Rice Faculty sponsored journals
● Rice Working Papers in Linguistics
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https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/36133


2015 conferred T/Ds online

New theme display: browse by degree info, Ying Jing

Earth Science geological maps and seismic profiles    
Andrew Damico, Scott Carlson, Monica Rivero

Worldcat Amber Seely / Sid Byrd

Data management study (forthcoming) 
RDMT: Jean Aroom, Scott Carlson, Shannon Kipphut-Smith, Jun Qian, Monica 
Rivero, Lisa Spiro, Kathy Weimer, OIT

Rice Electronic Thesis and Dissertations (ETDs)

https://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/13110
http://researchdata.rice.edu/


Retrospective digitization project
● 1400+ Master Theses
● Span decades 1920’s -1970’s
● Will be available online in (late) March
● Interdepartmental effort !

Kerry Keck (Identified duplicate thesis), James Springer /LSC
(transferring volumes), Amber Seely (batch catalog updates), 
Andrew Damico/students (physical review & packaging), Scott 

Carlson/Monica Rivero (PDF QC, metadata) Lisa Spiro 
(proposal), Sara Lowman (budget approval. thanks!)



Vireo 3
Used by students to submit theses

Used by Rice’ Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies to 

manage submissions

Archives to DSpace

New features: ORCID, better email options, Excel reports, 

manuscript corrections, etc.



DuraCloud
Cloud archival service for content in DSpace

Process:

Convert to AIP (Archival Information Package)

Store in S3

Store in Glacier





DSpace and More
● Limitations:

○ Handle all content types the same way
○ Can’t handle collections with special structure
○ Can’t have customized UI for each collection

● What we have done:
○ Djatoka for JPEG2000 viewer
○ JWplayer and HTML5 technology for audio/video 

streaming
○ Customized UI for Periodical collections
○ Implemented Image gallery for one of image collections



DSpace and More
● More we can do

○ OHMS
○ DSpace to Omeka Plugin



OHMS (Oral History Metadata Synchronizer)
● OHMS is a web-based, open source software developed 

by University of Kentucky libraries. 
○ Improve user experience with online oral history 

interview by connecting the user from a search result to 
the corresponding moment in an interview.

○ Example:
○ http://nyx.uky.edu/oh/render.php?cachefile=02OH108RPWCR03_King.xml
○ http://nunncenter.org/OHMS-Viewer/viewer.php?cachefile=2013oh132_ww401_zahn_ohm.xml

http://nyx.uky.edu/oh/render.php?cachefile=02OH108RPWCR03_King.xml
http://nyx.uky.edu/oh/render.php?cachefile=02OH108RPWCR03_King.xml
http://nunncenter.org/OHMS-Viewer/viewer.php?cachefile=2013oh132_ww401_zahn_ohm.xml
http://nunncenter.org/OHMS-Viewer/viewer.php?cachefile=2013oh132_ww401_zahn_ohm.xml


DSpace to Omeka Plugin
● Omeka is an open source, web-publishing platform for 

online digital collections. User friendly and easy to use.
● Plugin 

○ Pull metadata of your choice from DSpace to Omeka
○ Keep your contents in DSpace. Links of contents in 

Omeka. No duplication, save space.














